
Look Forward 
With Faith

Investing for your ministry’s 
future with LCMS Foundation 

Investment Services



The Future of Your 
Ministry Starts Now
Planning for the financial future of your ministry 
is an essential responsibility. Don’t shoulder that 
responsibility without expert guidance.

LCMS Foundation Investment Services has the expertise and 
experience to help. We are the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s 
dedicated planning and investing resource, created to help 
Lutheran ministries smartly invest their assets in a variety 
of market funds with an eye on the future.

world-class team 
of advisors and 
fund managers

robust and diversified 
investment options

highly attentive 
to your ministry’s 

financial goals
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Establish Long-Term 
Investments to Fund 
Your Ministry’s Future
The LCMS Foundation provides sound, well-informed 
investment services that congregations, ministries, 
seminaries, schools, universities and many others have 
come to trust. Congregations and ministry organizations 
are often the recipients of significant bequests. With 
vision and expertise, these gifts can be used to establish 
endowments and/or other long-term revenue sources.

As a non-profit created by the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, we are able to offer access to world-
class investment services at a lower cost than many big 
commercial firms. We provide Lutheran ministries with 
a robust, diversified investment model backed by the 
expertise of a world-class team of investment advisers 
and fund managers.    

Our highly-professional, low-cost model has helped 
countless congregations and ministries successfully plan 
for and accommodate future generations of faith.

Essentially, we pool together the assets of hundreds of 
LCMS ministries to gain access to the type of highly-active, 
highly-attentive investment services usually only reserved 
for high net worth clients and large corporations.

By leveraging the power of our combined strengths and 
resources, we are able to accomplish far more than any 
one ministry could independently. 
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What We Do

INVESTMENT INTELLIGENCE

We can help you establish an investment 
portfolio for your ministry with clearly 
established benchmarks, ongoing monitoring 
and a risk and return strategy that aligns 
with your ministry’s goals and preferences.

From a more conservative, fixed income 
approach to more aggressive, long-term equity 
strategies, we offer a range of investment 
options for your ministry’s objectives, risk 
preference and time horizon.

ENDOWMENT EXPERTISE

Every ministry would like a strong, healthy 
endowment. We can help.

With a knowledgeable team experienced in 
creating, managing, and growing endowments 
through planned giving, the Foundation can 
serve as a valuable advisor and assist you in 
creating the proper governance and plan for 
your endowment. 
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THE FOUNDATION STAFF 
INCLUDES:

finance 
professionals

trust 
administrators

gift planners

attorneys with 
specific expertise 
in this field

We are veterans of some 
of the world’s best-known 
financial firms, banks and 
universities, leveraging 
our expertise to help 
Lutheran ministries 
thrive for generations 
to come. 

Who We Are

4



We Proudly 
Serve Ministries 
Large and Small

congregations

ministries

seminaries

universities

schools

Their words speak volumes

LCMS Foundation Investment Services 
proudly serves LCMS schools, universities, 
seminaries, congregations and 
ministry organizations with peerless 
investment stewardship.

The Foundation serves approximately 
500 ministries and manages nearly 
$1 billion on their behalf. We’ve been 
there to help them realize their visions.

In today’s busy world 
with volatile markets, 
we appreciate the 

expertise and cost efficiency 
of the Foundation to manage 
the congregation’s investments. 
Partnering with the LCMS Foundation 
provides for not only the ministries 
of Immanuel, but for the ministries 
of the church at large.

Bob Wurl 
Chairman 
Immanuel Endowment Fund Committee 
Hankinson, North Dakota
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Our school was blessed with our first gift 
from a donor who wanted to start an endowed 
scholarship fund. The LCMS Foundation helped 

guide us through the process of creating an investment 
fund that reflected the donor’s wishes and provided an 
opportunity for future financial growth for our school. 
We were thankful to work with a trusted partner 
who understood the importance of 
incorporating our mission and vision 
in our financial planning.

Jen Pawlitz 
Director of Mission Advancement 
Christ Community Lutheran School 
St. Louis, Missouri

Our partnership with 
the LCMS Foundation 
has been a tremendous 

blessing. In just a few years, we’ve 
identified more than $20 million 
in gifts planned for St. Peter and 
other Lutheran ministries. I’m now 
equipped to confidently handle 
conversations about major gifts 
that previously I had no idea 
how to even start. I would highly 
recommend that every pastor 
consider partnering with the 
Foundation to create a 
gift planning program.

Rev. Micah Greiner 
Lead Pastor 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 
Arlington Heights, Illinois
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Let’s talk about how we can help.

Realize Your Vision
It begins with a conversation. Through knowing the goals, ideas and 
aspirations of your ministry, LCMS Foundation Investment Services 
can help you establish long-term funding strategies, steward your 
donor’s gifts, and ultimately realize the full potential of your ministry.

Ralph Simon 
Vice President Investment Services 
314-996-1056 
Ralph.Simon@LFND.org

www.LCMSFoundation.org
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